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Mission 
To unite, empower, and mobilize churches in Liberty County to multiply collective 
impact on critical needs in their community, respond to crises, and prepare for 
future disasters. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

STORY: Bringing Hope for Christmas 

 

During the holiday season, coalition 
churches came together to participate 
in the Hope for Christmas initiative. The 
initiative provided Christmas gifts for 
children of families in need. 
 

“So many amazing things happened 
before, during, and after Hope for 
Christmas,” according to Ellie 
Thibodeaux, a member of Grace 
Church in Humble who helped lead the 
initiative. Hope for Christmas brought 
together a dozen churches, fifteen pastoral teams, six community partners, 25 
district employees, five private donors, and over 130 volunteers for the purpose of 
blessing under-resourced families. Over 500 children received gifts, nine people 
accepted Christ, and countless families received meals, prayer, and care. All told, 
through donations and volunteer hours, Hope for Christmas invested over $70,000 
of value into the community. Just as important, Hope for Christmas formed 
relationships, which is the backbone of Liberty County Responds. As Ellie shared, 
“I have made life-long friendships and developed relationships that would not have 
been possible without this event.  Watching the faces of the children as they exited 
the building with their wrapped gifts, skipping, dancing, and giggling as they left – 
with pure joy on their faces – was priceless. I had a front-row seat to watch a 
community work together for one common goal. There are no words when you 
watch the body of Christ work as God designed. It’s beyond comprehension that 
God would think enough of me to allow me to be a part of this event and 
community. Honor up, honor down, honor all around – our community became the 
one true church.” 
 

Pastor Patrick Slack of Bethel Church, 
whose congregation also participated, 
echoed Ellie’s thoughts. “Our 
congregation could not have done a 
project like this ourselves, but we were 
able to be a part of one, which enabled 
us to be a part of something bigger than 
ourselves, part of what God is doing 
through the larger body of Christ.”  
 

Relationships made it possible. As 
Pastor Revlon Belle of Oilfield Lilly of 
the Valley said, “If it were not for the coalition, I would not have known Patrick or 
about Hope for Christmas. Because of these new relationships, both our 
congregation and I got to be part of something that significantly impacted our 
community.” 

2021 | Highlights 
 

Thanks to the churches and organizations who made 
the collective impact in our community possible. 

Participating 
Churches 25 

Volunteers 
Hours 4,672 

Families Served    6,000 

Pounds of  
Food Distributed 200,000 

Value Invested in 
The Community   $481,000 

 

Leadership Team 
 

Revlon Belle 

Oilfield Lilly of the Valley Baptist Church 

 

Jason Cowart 

Freedom Church 

 

Tim Gruver  

Heights Baptist Church 

 

Josh Hale 

First United Methodist Church of Liberty 

 

Bryant Perkins 

Liberty Church of Christ 

 

Patrick Slack 

Bethel Church 

 

Clint Sylvester 

Grace Church 

 

Guy Williams 

First United Methodist Church of Dayton 
 

 
 

2021 Key Initiatives / Accomplishments 
 

• Formed Disaster Response Workgroup 
• Established Monthly Meeting Schedule 

• “Hope for Christmas” Program 
• Developed Pastoral Relationships 
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Community Food Bank 
 

In the second year of the COVID pandemic, 
food shortages only increased across Liberty 
County. Liberty Church of Christ continued to 
help meet the need through its Community 
Food Bank. Though food resources were in 
short supply, partnering with the Houston 
Food Bank allowed Liberty Church of Christ 
to supply food to over 5,500 families in 2021. 
The Community Food Bank will continue to 
serve the community while looking to partner 
with other food pantries and provide ongoing 
opportunities for local church volunteers to 
serve their neighbors in need. 

 

Unity & Collaboration 
 

In the summer of 2021, Liberty County 
Responds leaders met to talk about the 
coalition's next steps. While the focus was on 
disaster readiness, pastors recognized that 
they needed to know and trust one another 
more if they were going to work together 
effectively. Building relationships became the 
primary focus, which led to monthly 
luncheons for fellowship, support, and 
prayer. As relationships developed, so did 
conversations about critical needs in the 
community and ways that pastors and their 
churches might collaborate to meet them. 
Successful collaboration on the Hope for 
Christmas project provided a glimpse of what 
churches can do to continue collectively 
addressing critical needs in the Liberty 
County community. 

 

2022 Goals 
 

Church Participation 
Double church participation, including churches that better represent the diversity 

and geography of Liberty County. 

  

Stronger Relationships 
Cultivate more and trusting relationships amongst church and community leaders. 

  

Asset Mapping 
Develop a usable database managing as much information as possible on 

available resources and services offered by church and community partners. 

  

Collaborative Initiatives 
Undertake at least two collaborative initiatives that engage most participating 

churches in addressing a community need. 

  

Disaster Readiness 
Equip local churches to create their own internal disaster readiness plan and 

develop a plan for coordinating efforts in the event of a crisis or disaster. 

Participating Churches 
 

Bethel Church 

Calvary Baptist Church 

Central Baptist Church 

Christway Baptist Church 

Cornerstone Church 

Dayton First Assembly of God Church 

First United Methodist Church of Dayton 

First United Methodist Church of Liberty 

First Baptist Church of Liberty 

Freedom Church 

Galilee Baptist Church 

Grace Church Liberty 

Heights Baptist Church 

Journey Fellowship Church 

Kenefick Southern Baptist Church 

Liberty Church of Christ 

LifePoint Daisetta 

Mt. Olive Baptist Church 

North Main Baptist Church 

Oilfield Lilly of the Valley Baptist Church 

Shiloh Church 

South Liberty United Methodist Church 

St. John Missionary Baptist 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Turkey Creek Missionary Baptist Church 

 

Participating Organizations 
 

American Red Cross 

Houston Food Bank 

Liberty Co. Long-Term Recovery Committee 

Trinity River Baptist Association 

 

Contact us:  
 

www.HoustonResponds.org/Liberty 
 

Jeff@HoustonResponds.org 
 

206-947-5445 

 


